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The Wayne County Board of Commissioners along with the Wayne County Emergency Management are continuing to monitor the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Pandemic. During this time, the safety and wellbeing of the employees and citizens of Wayne County will continue to be our main focus. Wayne County is relying on information and recommendations that are being provided from Federal and State authorities including the Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH) and Centers for Disease Control (CDC). At this time, based on the information we are currently being provided, as it relates to the functions of the Wayne County Government, we are continuing services unless directed otherwise by State Officials. We are encouraging employees and citizens to practice good hygiene habits (i.e. washing hands with soap) and to avoid large public gatherings, if possible. Please keep in mind that the responses to COVID-19 (Coronavirus) are very fluid throughout the Country and may potentially change as more of its possible effects are realized in our State and County.
The Wayne County Board of Commissioners is committed to continuing to provide the essential services necessary for the county. At this time, based on the recommendations being provided, we feel it is in the best interest of the county to modify how some of the services are being provided. In this effort, we are releasing this Public Service Announcement for convenient reference and to help keep the public updated on the status of each service. This list may not be exhaustive and is subject to change based on a change in circumstance or by issue of the State of Georgia.
WAYNE COUNTY CLERK OF COURT - At present, the Wayne County Clerk's Office will remain open during normal business hours. Contact Phone Number: (912) 427-5930
Possible Affected Services: Child Support, Passports, Civil Court Filings for Superior and State Court, Criminal Filings for Superior, State and Juvenile Court, Real Estate Recordings, Payment of Fines and Fees.
At this time, the Wayne County Clerk's Office will continue to provide these services. If it is necessary to visit the Clerk's Office, please be considerate of others and do not come inside if you are experiencing symptoms of being sick. In an effort to minimize the volume of traffic flowing through the office please adhere to the following recommendations and guidelines:
Child Support-Child Support will continue to be disbursed and received.
Passports- Will continue to be processed, at this time, please call in advance to make an appointment.
Real Estate Recordings- Filed deeds are available for review and print online at The Georgia Clerk's Authority and the Wayne County Clerk of Court's Website.
Civil, Criminal, Real Estate Filings, Payment of Fines and Fees- Please utilize these services that are available online at the following websites: The Georgia Clerk's Authority, Peach Court, and the Wayne County Clerk of Court's Website. Anyone wishing to file a Temporary Protective Order (TPO) will be required to come to the Wayne County Clerk of Court's Office.
WAYNE COUNTY ELECTIONS - At this time, the Presidential Preference Election is suspended across the State of Georgia. The Presidential Preference Election is rescheduled for May 19th, 2020. Early voting for the Presidential Preference Election and General Election for both parties will begin on April 27th, 2020 and will end on May 15th, 2020. Citizens are encouraged to request an absentee ballot beginning on April 1, 2020 to avoid large crowds during early voting and on the day of the election. If you have a question concerning Wayne County Elections, please call the Wayne County Probate Court (912) 427-5940 or the Chief Registrar at (912) 427-5950.
WAYNE COUNTY PROBATE COURT - At present, the Wayne County Probate Office will remain open during normal business hours. Contact Phone Number: (912) 427-5940
Possible Affected Services: Issuing of Weapons Carry License, Marriage Certificates and Birth/Death Certificates, Probate of Wills and Estates, Petitions for Guardianships and Conservatorships.
At this time, the Wayne County Probate Office will continue to provide these services. If it is necessary to visit the Probate Office, please be considerate of others and do not come inside if you are experiencing symptoms of being sick. In an effort to minimize the volume of traffic flowing through the office please adhere to the following recommendations and guidelines:
Weapons Carry License, Marriage Certificates, and Birth/Death Certificates- Will continue to be processed, at this time, please call in advance to make an appointment.
Probate of Wills and Estates and Petitions for Guardianship and Conservatorship - Will continue to be processed, at this time, please call in advance to make an appointment. However, no hearings will be scheduled except as needed on an emergency basis.
WAYNE COUNTY TAX COMMISSIONER - At present, the Wayne County Tax
Commissioner's Office will remain open during normal business hours. Contact Phone Number: (912) 427-5910
Possible Affected Services: Tax Collection, Car Tag Renewals
At this time, the Wayne County Tax Commissioner's Office will continue to provide these services. If it is necessary to visit the Tax Commissioner's Office, please be considerate of others and do not come inside if you are experiencing symptoms of being sick. In an effort to minimize the volume of traffic flowing through the office please adhere to the following recommendations and guidelines:
Tax Collection- Please utilize these services that are available online at the following Website: waynegatax. Taxes can be paid online and receipts can be generated online. During this time, we are experience a high call volume; if your call is not answered the first time please call back in a few minutes. Please be aware that Mobile Home Taxes are due April 1st, 2020. Also, be advised if you are going to request a Homestead Exemption or Conservation Use Value Assessment (CUVA) Exemption, from the Wayne County Tax Assessor's Board the application deadline is April 1st.
Car Tag Renewals- These must be paid in person at the Wayne County Tax Commissioner's Office. The State is working on our system to allow payments to be made online however, this service is not yet available but should be in place by March 25th.
WAYNE COUNTY STATE COURT - At present, the Wayne County State Court has suspended all non-emergency hearings including Jury trials consistent with the Order by the Chief Judge of the Supreme Court of Georgia through April 13, 2020. If you have a question concerning an appearance notice for Wayne County State Court, please call the Wayne County Clerk of Court's Office at (912) 427-5930.
WAYNE COUNTY MAGISTRATE COURT - At the present, the Wayne County Magistrate Court is suspended for all non-emergency hearings. The Magistrate office is closed until April 13th. If there is an emergency matter that needs to be handled by the Magistrate office you can call (912) 427-5960.
WAYNE COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT - At present, the Wayne County Superior Court has suspended all non-emergency hearings including Jury trials consistent with the Order by the Chief Judge of the Supreme Court of Georgia through April 13, 2020. If you have a question concerning an appearance notice for Wayne County Superior Court, please call the Wayne County Clerk of Court's Office at (912) 427-5930.
WAYNE COUNTY JUVENILE COURT - At present, the Wayne County Juvenile Court has suspended both Delinquency and Deprivation hearings except for emergency hearings and mandatory 72-hour hearings; this is consistent with the Order by the Chief Judge of the Supreme Court of Georgia through April 13, 2020. If you receive a Court notice by mail your attendance is required. If you have a question concerning Wayne County Juvenile Court, please call the Wayne County Clerk of Court's Office at (912) 427-5930.
WAYNE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE/JAIL - At present, the Wayne County Sheriff's
Office will remain open during normal business hours and will continually provide patrol services. Contact Phone Number: Sheriff (912) 427-5970 Jail (912) 427-5975
Possible Affected Services: Visitation at the Wayne County Jail, Court Attendance for the General Public
Wayne County Jail-At this time, the Wayne County Jail will allow visitation at the jail as normal. Visitors must still sign up with Smart Jail Mail to schedule a time to visit.
Court Attendance for the General Public-At this time, any hearing that is required to be open to the public will remain open. However, we would ask anyone that falls into the following categories do not come to Court:
a. Anyone who has been to or been in close contact with anyone who has been to China, Iran, South Korea, and all European countries within the 14 days immediately preceding that day of court;
b. Anyone who has been on a cruise within the 14 days immediately preceding that day of court;
c. Anyone who has been asked to self-quarantine by any healthcare provider or who lives with someone who has been asked to self-quarantine;
d. Anyone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19 (coronavirus) or has had contact with anyone who has been so diagnosed; and
e. Anyone who is exhibiting any symptoms of illness.
[bookmark: bookmark0]WAYNE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING - At present, the
Wayne County Board of Commissioner's meeting is still scheduled for April 6th, 2020. Wayne County is working on ways to provide this meeting to the public through live streaming sources to prevent large gatherings. Please check back for updates for this scheduled meeting. If you have a question
concerning Wayne County Board of Commissioner's Meeting, please call the Wayne County Administrator's Office at (912) 427-5900.
WAYNE COUNTY RECREATION DEPARTMENT -There will be no scheduled games until after March. The start of Baseball session will be delayed a week. There will be no mandatory practices before the session starts. Coaches and parents are urged to stay home if they are sick or have been exposed to individuals that are sick.
There will be no new rental of facilities over the next three weeks. The parks and fields will be open to visit, but large gatherings should be avoided.
If there are further questions please contact the Wayne County Recreation Department at (912) 4275915.
[bookmark: bookmark1]WAYNE COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SERVICES - ems/ema will be operating
as normal. EMS/EMA is in constant contact with State and Local officials for providing the necessary aid and support during this emergency. Wayne County EMS/EMA will provide updates on changes that affect Wayne County citizens on this Web site and through the local media.
WAYNE COUNTY TRANSIT - Wayne County Transit is operating as normal. It is being recommended that the elderly avoid travel as much as possible. If you are sick, we ask that you avoid using the Wayne County Transit system to avoid the spreading of the virus.
WAYNE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE - The Wayne County Admirative office continue to be open on regular normal hours.
The health and well-being of every citizen will continue to be a main priority. As such, Wayne County Employees are continually being reminded to wash their hands while at work and to not attend work if they are experiencing symptoms of being sick. However, utilization of non-interactive or online services, if available, would be greatly appreciated in conformity with the recommendations we have been provided. The Wayne County Government is made up of many different departments, as such, communication can be difficult between all departments, if you have a specific question please contact that department directly. Thank you for your continued understanding and patience during this time. Please listen to only credible sources of information when determining your response to this pandemic. If further changes or modifications are needed, we will try to post further notices.
