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Jesup, Georgia 31546
Date: September 15, 2025

Chairman; Josh Griffin 
Member; Iman Johnson
Member; Dawson Trapnell		                  
Supervisor; Robby Smart
Election Clerk: Beth Thompson
                       
Minutes of:
Called Meeting of the Wayne County Board of Elections: 
Hearing on Residency of Candidate Heather Altman District 6

The Meeting of the Board of Elections was called to order by Chairman Josh Griffin on Monday September 15, 2025, at 5:00 pm. Members present were Chairman Josh Griffin, Iman Johnson, Dawson Trapnell, Supervisor Robby Smart and Election Clerk Beth Thompson. 

Supervisor Robby Smart opened the meeting in prayer.
Mr. Trapnell led the Pledge.

Public Present: See List

Old Business:
	None

New Business:
	Chairman Griffin asked for motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Trapnell made the motion. Ms. Johnson 2nd. All in favor
	Chairman Griffin read the expectation and decorum of the hearing and explained that each side would have the right to ask questions. He stated that the board could also ask questions of both parties. Chairman Griffin asked if there were any witnesses. Mr. Mitchell stated that he had four people that would be testifying. They were Tommie Fuller Jr., Carolyn Kelly, Grover Randolph, and Valerie Lawson. At this time, all parties were asked to stand and take an oath. Mr. Randolph, Ms. Kelly, and Ms. Lawson were escorted to Supervisor Smart’s office with Election Clerk Thompson. 
	First up was Mr. Fuller. He stated his name and address and what district he lived in. Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Fullers’ attorney, began to question Mr. Fuller about why they were here. Mr. Fuller stated that he had been notified by Tyrone Johnson that Ms. Altman had qualified as District 6 City Commissioner and that she did not live in that District. Mr. Fuller states it was brought to his attention around Labor Day weekend. Mr. Mitchell then asked about the property at 185 Powers Dr and what it was like. Mr. Fuller stated that the grass was high, and the hedges had not been trimmed. He was then asked if he had seen anyone at that address. Mr. Fuller stated that he had not seen anyone there and that the only thing he had ever seen there was a boat in the garage. Mr. Mitchell asked him about what time he had been by the residence. Mr. Fuller stated that it was around 7 PM or a little later. Mr. Fuller stated that he did not know if anyone lived there or not, but it seemed like no one did due to the way the yard looked.
	Mr. McCullough, Altman’s attorney, asked Mr. Fuller how many times he cut his grass. Mr. Fuller stated about every two weeks, sometimes once a month. Mr. McCullough then asked Mr. Fuller if he thought that someone lived at the address, but they just had not had time to cut the grass due to work or some other reason. Mr. Fuller stated that he did not know if anyone lived there or not. No further questions

	




Next person was Carolyn Kelly. Ms. Kelly stated her name and where she lived. Ms. Kelly stated that she and Ms. Lawson walked the neighborhood daily for over a year and never saw anyone at the address of 185 Powers Dr. Mr. Mitchell asked if she ever recalled a time when she saw someone at the address in question. Ms. Kelly stated that as far as she could remember she had never seen any vehicle or person there. Ms. Kelly was then asked if she had ever seen any decorations at the address. Ms. Kelly stated that she could not recall ever seeing any. Ms. Kelly stated that she had stopped walking about 5 months ago. Ms. Kelly stated that she was not saying whether anyone lived there or not but she had not seen anyone there.
Mr. McCullough asked Ms. Kelly when you were walking, whether it was at a slow pace or a brisk pace. Ms. Kelly stated that it was usually at a brisk pace. He then stated that if you were walking at a brisk pace, you really could not have noticed a whole lot unless you slowed down or stopped. Ms. Kelly stated Yes. He then asked when you walk are you looking around or straight ahead. Ms. Kelly stated that most of the time she was looking ahead of her. Mr. McCullough then asked if she had ever seen any lights on in the house. Ms. Kelly stated no, so if you were not looking around how can you say no one lived at the address if you were walking at a brisk pace and looking ahead of yourself. Ms. Kelly then stated that she was not there to judge the way other people live and if that was the way they wanted to live that was on them. I am not saying whether anyone lived there or not. It just seemed as if no one lived there at the time.

Mr. Randolph was next. He stated his name, address, and his occupation. Mr. Randolph stated that he was a lawn Maintenance person on Sea Island. Mr. Mitchell asked Mr. Randolph what his observation of the residence was. Mr. Randolph stated that the grass was high, the hedges were overgrown, and that it looked vacant. Mr. Mitchell then asked to put in exhibits of pictures taken by Mr. Randolph. There were several pictures taken by Mr. Randolph. One of the pictures was of the overgrown hedges and grass. Several were of a trash can sitting on the right side of the property and some of the concrete driveway. Mr. Randolph stated that the driveway was clean and had not been parked on. He stated that there were no oil stains there, so no vehicle had been parked on it for some time. He states that the trash can on the right side had not been moved in some time due to the way the can was sitting and the dirt that was around it.
	Mr. McCullough asked Mr. Randolph if he had been asked to ride by and take pictures of the property. Mr. Randolph stated that the Fuller team had contacted him to ride by and take pictures when he was in the neighborhood. Mr. McCullough asked Mr. Randolph to look at the picture with the trash can in them. He asked Mr. Randolph if the trash can had ever been moved. Mr. Randolph stated that in the picture they were sitting in the same place both times and that the pictures were taken at various times.
	Mr. Mitchell then called for Ms. Valeria Lawson. Ms. Lawson stated her name and where she lived. Ms. Lawson stated that she and Ms. Kelly walked the neighborhood daily for over a year and never saw anyone at the address of 185 Powers Drive. Mr. Mitchell asked if she ever recalled a time when she saw someone at the address in question. Ms. Lawson stated that as far as she could remember she had never seen any vehicle or person there. Ms. Lawson was then asked if she had ever seen any decorations at the address. Ms. Lawson stated that she could not recall ever seeing any. Ms. Lawson stated that she had stopped walking about 5 months ago. Ms. Lawson stated that if someone lived there and that was the way they wanted to live that was on them. I am not here to say whether they live there or not, it just appears not living there for a while.
Mr. McCullough asked Ms. Lawson some of the same things he asked Ms. Keely about the briskness of her walk and if she ever recalled seeing anyone at the residence. Ms. Lawson said that she had not seen anyone there, not saying that someone did not live there. She responded to the questions with the same answers as Ms. Kelly.
With no further witnesses or questions Mr. Mitchell rested and Mr. McCullough called Heather Altman.
	


Mrs. Altman stated her name and where she lived. Mr. McCullough asked Mrs. Altman how long she had resided at 185 Powers Drive. Mrs. Altman stated that she and her husband Chris Altman had lived there for 24 years. She stated that they had raised three kids in the home and that all three kids have now moved away to college. He then asked her in the 24 years had she ever had or moved to any other address. Mrs. Altman stated no that she had always lived at that address. He then asked if she had ever stay away from the residence at any length of time. Mrs. Altman stated that in 2020 the roof caved in and they found mold in the home. She stated that the family moved in with her mom at the time due to having kids and that she and Chris would rotate staying with the kids and at home. Mr. McCullough asked her about how long the process of getting the home back to where it could be lived in. Mrs. Altman stated it was about 2 to 2 ½ years before they moved back in the home. Mrs. Altman stated that her father had passed away and that her mother had moved from Bay St to Fennell Dr on the family farm. Her mother was 78 years old, and she sometimes would rotate staying with her along with her sister. Mr. McCullough then asked if she had ever moved her address to any other place of residence during any time. She stated No that her address was 185 Powers Drive here in Jesup. Mr. McCullough the proceeded to show twenty plus exhibits that contained Mrs. Altman and her husband Chris Altmans name on them with the address of 185 Powers Drive. In the exhibits were the light bill, water bill, tax papers, mortgage payment, and insurance on the home along with numerous other things. Mr. McCullough asked Mrs. Altman with each exhibit whose name and address was on them. With each one she stated the name and the address, 185 Powers drive.
	Mr. Mitchell asked Mrs. Altman if she had ever stayed away from the residence for an extended period. Mrs. Altman stated that the only time was when they had the mold issue. He then asked her if she had ever changed her address. She stated that her address for the last 24 years was 185 Powers Drive. Mr. Mitchell asked her if she ever decorated for the holidays. Mrs. Altman stated that she had decorated but had not for some time. Mr. Mitchell showed her the picture of the trash can and asked her if that was her trash can. Mrs. Altman stated that it was not her trash can that it was her neighbor, Susan Nash trash can. She stated that hers was by the garage and that hers did not have numbers on it. Mr. Mitchell had no further questions.
	Chairman Griffin then asked for closing arguments. Mr. McCullough began stating several cases that were like this situation. He stated that Mrs. Altman’s domicile had been met because she lived at 185 Powers Drive. Domicile was defined as the permanent place even if you currently reside somewhere else. He stated that there was no evidence shown that says that Mrs. Altman intended to change her domicile. He stated that a college student could use their parents’ address as a permanent address while off at college because they lived at their parent’s home permanently. He also stated that just because the grass was not cut or the bushes trimmed did not mean anyone lived at home.
	Mr. Mitchell stated that the board had heard clear evidence that Mrs. Altman did not live at 185 Powers Drive. He stated that just because they had presented several pieces of paper with her name and address does not mean that she lives there.
	Chairman Griffin stated that there would be a 5-minute recess and that the board would come back with the decision.
	Chairman Griffin called the meeting back to order. Chairman Griffin asked for a motion to disqualify Mrs. Altman as a candidate for City if Jesup District 6 Commissioner. With no motion, Chairman Griffin stated that the candidate was to stay qualified. Chairman Griffin advised the counsel that they had 10 days to appeal the boards decision to Superior Court. At this time Chairman Griffin asked the other board members if they had anything to say. 
Chairman Griffin ask for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Trapnell made the motion. Ms. Johnson 2nd. All in favor. Meeting was adjourned.

The Board of Election will meet for the regular business meeting on October 8, 2025, at 5:00 PM at the Board of Election and Registration Building located at 306 East Pine Street Jesup, GA 31546.



	
	
	
Reporting: 

 _______________________
Supervisor of Elections
Wayne, County, Ga.
 
  
